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SOUTH LUANGWA CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 3, MFUWE, slcs@iwayafrica.com

Tel: 06 246069 / 06246085 

Jan, Feb and March 2007 Newsletter

     Water, water everywhere!!! 

Rainy greetings from us all at SLCS     
(although it is drying up rather 
quickly now)!! Fortunately, or 
unfortunately Alec and I were away 
on leave for the peak of the floods 
and missed most of the drama, 
although we were kept duly 
informed by the SLCS Base on a 
regular basis about what was going 
on.  By all accounts, the scouts did a 
fantastic job helping out where ever 
they could with boats and man 
power. They also managed to save   

Luangwa River and lagoons Jan 2007.          all of our belongings and our cat. 

It’s an absolute blessing to have a 
team like this to work with. Before 
we went on leave I spent some time 
in the air moving fly camps and 
surveying the area with ZAWA. 
Even as early as January we had to 
evacuate our scouts from Mwamba 
Fly Camp. They radioed in one 
evening to say that the water was 
very high and rising fast and it was 
not safe to stay where they were. 
By the t ime we got to them the 
following morning, we found their 
equipment stacked high up in trees and they had moved to higher ground. Luckily we 
had a helicopter in the area at just the right t ime so we were able to evacuate them. 
We are extremely grateful to Jeremy Pope of Conservation Foundation Zambia and 
the pilot,  Barney O’Hara for all their help with this. 
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   Mwamba Fly Camp totally submerged.    Rescuing scouts. 

We have recently had access once more to some helicopter t ime with Glenton 
Combes, many thanks again to Jeremy and Glenton. This was invaluable for anti-
poaching operations and surveillance at this t ime of year when most of the park is 
inaccessible. Fly camps were re-located, patrols deployed and scout camps re-
supplied. We also the chance to have a good inspection and observed that the waters 
are start ing to drain away and that many rivers are surprisingly quite dry. We also saw 
abundant wildlife which was encouraging as we were not sure if many had drowned. 
Very large herds of buffalo and elephant were seen on the plains and most other 
species including roan and wildebeest. Apart from the relatively small numbers that 
perished, the rest should be in for a treat of fertile land and juicy grazing and 
browsing this year. 

Law enforcement activit ies were obviously affected during this period with some 
areas totally inaccessible, however activit ies have now more or less returned to 
normal and patrols are being carried out as usual. In certain cases it was quite straight 
forward as animals and hunters alike could be found in the few dry areas. 

The MRT (Mobile Reaction Team) have had some good results recently, and their 
biggest scoop was the apprehension of a notorious poacher from the Western 
escarpment who has been on the ZAWA wanted list for many years. Interestingly it 
was one of our reformed poachers who apprehended him. Currently we are 
considering how best to make use of him. A large part of this year’s law enforcement 
activit ies will include the MRT group concentrating along the escarpment which acts 
as the entrance and exit for most of the big game hunters. We are also hoping to 
conduct an investigation training workshop during the course of the year to expand on 
the scout’s skills. 

We all anticipate this year’s snaring to increase as farmers have suffered huge losses 
to their crops and there will be a heightened food shortage. Certain farmers may be 
able to get in a late harvest but not many. 
To try and help this situation in a modest way, SLCS and ZAWA will be stirring up 
the Anti-Snaring Campaign in the next couple of weeks. This is an excellent 
community project that involves education and sensit izing through drama, slide show 
presentations, sports day, raffle and prizes. This is in return for handing in snares 
collected from the bush. An amnesty of a few weeks is usually given to enable people 
to collect snares. Prizes will include bicycles, mealie meal, other food items and 
children’s prizes. We would like to thank Gero and Edelgard Heine for already 
pledging support for this activity. 
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Patrols and Results for Jan, Feb and March 2007. 

Month Long 
patrol 

Short 
patrol

Day 
Patrol 

Snares Suspects Nets Firearms Ammunition Drying 
Racks 

Dead 
elephant 

Ivory Fishermen 
removed 

Jan 4 2 9 18 3 4 1 nil nil nil Nil 12 
Feb 4 2 5 13 11 3 7 208 4 nil Nil 7 
March 4 5 9 27 nil nil nil nil nil 1 1 6 
Total 12 9 23 58 14 7 8 208 4 1 1 25 

Elephant collars 

At the end of January, I spent a week in South 
Africa with Douw Grobler and JJ Van Altena 
gett ing some experience with elephant collaring 
and doing some buffalo work.  This was 
extremely helpful to me and I learnt heaps 
during this t ime which I will be able to make 
use of here. I owe much to Douw and JJ and 
have come back to Zambia with two new radio 
collars for snared elephants, sponsored by 
Conservation Foundation Zambia and also some 

other dart ing essentials. As I mentioned in the last newsletter, these collars are to be 
used to monitor very severely injured snared elephants in order to track, re-dart, re-
treat and remove the collar for further use.  

I also had the chance to get up close and personal with some Sumatran elephants 
while in Bali in February. I had never been in contact with anything but African 
elephants and found the differences and similarit ies fascinating. It  appears they are 
having an even tougher t ime than African elephants.

Drowned chillis 

Luckily it  was only maize and chilli seedlings that were drowned. However it  has set 
the project back slightly as farmers had planted thousands of seedlings which were 
doing very well at one point. Chillis do not like too much water but hopefully a new 
crop can get in and keep going with the help of the treadle pumps, donated by 
Working Hand in Hand. Elephants continue to harass farmers and their crops and 
gardens and village scouts have had to spend a lot of t ime in the field scaring 
elephants away. 
We continue to have success with the chilli fence but are keeping its expansion 
limited at the moment. A chilli fence training workshop is due to be held during April 
with trainers from Elephant Pepper Development Trust in Livingstone. 

New office and operations room 
The new operations room is now complete and 
our Unit Leader Richard Zulu, Dept. Unit 
Leader Kenneth Chulu and Ops Advisor Alec 
Cole have all moved in.  
This now allows all anti-poaching coordination 
and monitoring to be done confidentially. It also 
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helps to keep law enforcement activit ies and community projects separate. Our 
sincere thanks go to the Royal Danish Embassy for funding this construction.  We are 
also indebted to the Embassy for a separate donation of two laptops and a “new” 
second hand Toyota Hilux double cab pick up. This will help with administrative jobs 
and will free up a second land cruiser for patrol and park work. 

Scout Training 2007 
SLCS will be coordinating and sponsoring a scout training course at Nyamaluma 
College, start ing in the middle of April 2007. The course will involve 10 weeks 
intense training and we will be start ing with 40 selected scouts. The previous courses 
have been very successful and we are hoping to have all the village scouts in the area 
fully trained and qualified to assist in the protection of the Game Management Areas.  
The training itself is conducted by experienced and knowledgeable instructors from 
the ZAWA Field Training Unit. 

The course is of a very high standard and contains the following:  
Induction and Selection Phase – the students are introduced to the paramilitary
understanding and tested in physical and mental toughness, discipline and att itude, 40 
km route march, team work, physical training, theory examination. 
Basic Anti-poaching Phase Part I – Discipline and att itude, 40 km route march, 
musketry, physical training, theory examination. During this phase students are also 
taught about conservation practices, data collection, wildlife monitoring, crop raiding 
animals and how to deal with them, crop damage and assessment. 
Basic Anti-poaching Part II – In this phase students are introduced to more field 
tactics lessons which will help them to combat poaching. They are also introduced to 
basic law so that they know how to handle suspects as officers in the field. During this 
phase students also undertake a field operation i.e. long field patrol, and are assessed 
on all activit ies. 

All scouts who pass the course receive an official cert ificate endorsed by ZAWA and 
a complete uniform. 
We also hope to combine the course with an intake of students from Luambe National 
Park (in between North and South Luangwa). This is being sponsored by Luangwa 
Wilderness e.V, the NGO looking after Luambe National Park. 

Cycling Trip – Vic Falls to Cape 
Town
Sam Grace from Lion Camp will 
be on his travels soon, cycling 
3000 km’s to Cape Town to raise 
funds for SLCS. It ’s a huge 
undertaking but we know how fit 
he is and he will be fine. A million 
thanks to everyone here and 
overseas who has been supportive 
in his venture. We wish Sam lots 
of luck and energy!! 
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Promotional visit to the States
One of our trustees, Derek Solomon is currently in the States on a promotional tour 
for SLCS. This has been paid for by The Royal Danish Embassy as a separate project, 
in order to take steps forward to secure future funding with alternative organizations. 
Derek Solomon already has a number of “key” links over there and he has also set up 
meetings and presentations with various companies and individuals in Washington, 
Dallas. 

SLCS has had a posit ive start to the New Year with fund raising, new members and 
some posit ive results. A big thanks to everyone, more news soon. 

Rachel & the SLCS team. 
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