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Greetings from SLCS and Luangwa!! It’s hot as 
ever here as always in October, as many of you 
will know from previous visits. The animals also 
feel it and we were envious o f this lioness we 
found taking respite from the heat, high up in a 
sausage tree. It was a great sighting and only my 
second ever o f lions up a tree in Luangwa 
although I am sure the guides have seen many 
more.  
 
Law Enforcement 
With our new operations adviser in full place 
now and lots of illegal activities going on, I have 
asked Alec to give a report on recent activities. 
From Alec –  
 
 

 

SLCS - Operations Report 
Anti-poaching operations have been very busy these last months. With the formation of the Mobile 
Reaction Team (MRT) our anti-poaching efforts began to have a far wider emphasis than ever before! 
The team operates in close partnership with ZAWA who have assigned two very active and dedicated 
offi cers to work with us as team leaders. 
The SLCS sponsored Kakumbi Village scouts mostly include reformed poachers trained by the ZAWA 
Field Training Unit, and also our toughest female officer Catherine Kakumbi. 
The MRT team is always supported by a vehicle for quick reaction and deployment and has proved itself a 
tough and versatile anti-poaching team.  
The ZAWA team leaders Mr. Phiri and Mr. Mbao bring years of practical field experi ence and extensive 
case preparation and prosecution to the MRT and enable us to work well not just in the field but also in the 
courtroom. 
 
The MRT has done a number of investigation operations and village raids over the Western Escarpment 
since its conception in August with excellent results. 
Suspects arrested and in formation gathered indicates the illegal bush meat trade along the Great North road 
is much more developed than we thought. 
Rest assured that MRT will continue to concentrate on the routes and network that have developed.  Watch 
this space! 
 



In the meantime we are still actively supporting ZAWA long field patrols with man-power, and also 
conducting the regular anti-snaring patrols which are so important and close to home. 
We have implemented a proposal with Robin Pope Safaris that will give the Mpamadzi River and the 
surrounding areas 30 days mobile support patrol coverage during the dry season.  
A fly-camp will be based there during the rains and we hope this continued pressure will carry on reducing 
the poaching levels in that area.  
 
Over the last months we have managed to plot many of the water holes that hold water year round, and with 
the help of one o f our trustees John Coppinger and his micro-light we have pin pointed key areas to 
concentrate on at the end of the rains.  
The months of March - July are peak poaching times in South Luangwa and John’s Tafika Camp is ideally 
situated to provide air reconnaissance over one o f the most heavily hit areas. 
 
 

    
Confiscated zebra bushmeat. 

 
While poaching continues to be a major problem here we have made very good progress in learning how 
best to combat it.  
 
Every day we loose more wildlife to the snare and the bullet.  
The demand for bush meat is growing but so is our knowledge of the marketplace and its systems. 
It will take some time but I feel sure that if SLCS and ZAWA can continue to follow the trend set over the 
last months that together we will make a major impact on poaching over the next year! 
 
In closing I would like to express my thanks to all of you who have and continue to support us. Your help is 
playing a major part in saving animals here and I look forward to writing some very positive reports over 
the next months. 
 
 
Patrols and Results for Aug, Sept & Oct. 
 
Month Long 

patrol 
Short 
patrol 

Day 
Patrol 

Snares Suspects Nets Firearms Ammunitio n Drying 
Racks 

Dead 
elephant 

Ivory Fishermen 
removed 

Aug 2 6 10 16 15 8 11 19 4 3 4 Nil 
Sept 1 8 10 24 7 7 7 191 3 2 nil 2 
Oct 3 5 13 37 1 13 2 1 1 nil nil 16 
Total 6 19 33 77 23 28 20 211 8 5 4 18 
 
 
 



Chilli fences 
Human animal conflict continues to cause problems in Luangwa, increasing the tensions between people 
and wildlife. It’s nearly mango season so not only are elephants attracted to farm er’s grain stores in 
villages, they are also being attracted by the sweet and irresistible smell of mangoes. 
In the last few months we had had to put a halt to the expanding chilli fence project in terms of constructing 
more fences. Although the fence is readily being accepted by the community as a means of mitigating 
human animal conflict, we simply do no have the man power to monitor any more of the existing fences. 
The key to the success of the fence is ownership and maintenance o f the fence by the farm er and it is this 
area we are concentrating on at present. We have recently appointed our storeman/chilli enumerator to be 
assigned to the chilli fence project full time. Billy Banda, amiably known as “ chilli Billy” is learning to ride 
a motorbike and will soon be seen checking on fences and human animal conflict sites full time. 
“Chilli farming groups” have been form ed in the Nsefu, Chitilila and Katemo areas and the groups have 
been given treadle pumps on loan to assist with chilli farming. This is strictly on condition that farmers 
sustain their own fences and are able to provide their own materials in future. The pumps have been 
donated to SLCS by Working Hand in Hand (USA) and are from Tanzania. I have seen a number o f this 
type of pumps before but none that work as well as these do. 
We also now have a pretty sophisticated chilli fence database designed by a good fri end Jon Benbow, who 
recently came to visit us and spent time refining all of our databases. Many thanks to Jon for doing this 
otherwise, extremely expensive and time consuming job. 
We are currently training one of our scouts, Florence N’gandu in computers and she will eventually be 
responsible fo r entering all data regarding chilli fences and patrols statistics.
 
Chilli fence workshops in Katemo Village.   
         
Molding elephant dung chilli bricks.                            Mixing used engine oil, grease and crushed chilli.  

            
 
Sorting out chillis.                             A farmer coating his fence with grease.  

         
   
 
 
Wildlife photographic exhibition by Gero Heine USA. 
Gero Heine, a part time wildlife photographer from the States, fell in love with Luangwa on his first trip 
here and in his efforts to help us conserve this area he has recently had an exhibition in the States of his 
photographs taken in the Luangwa. Gero has already been supporting us with IT equipment from the 
company works for (Seagate) but has outdone himself with the financial support he has raised fo r us with 
the exhibition, over four thousand dollars. Antonia de Matto from Working Hand in Hand also took part, 



raising funds selling Tribal Textiles fabri cs. A huge thanks to Gero and Antonia for all their support to 
SLCS and Luangwa. 
For more information on Gero’s photography, please visit his website at www.geroheine.com 
   

         
Wildlife Photographic Exhibition USA. 

 
 
SLCS / Danida Phase II. 
After success fully completing the Phase I of the Royal Danish Embassy support to SLCS, we have recently 
agreed and signed upon Phase II which will run until the end of 2007. A huge sigh of relief because this 
valuable support covers the majority of law enforcem ent activities, scout training and equipment, darting 
costs and administration costs. 
During the second Phase, we will be actively looking to diversify our funding and acquire more members. 
Our sincere gratitude goes to the The Royal Danish Embassy for their continued support of SLCS. 
 
New Members 
We are on a mission for new members as the funding we receive from Danida does not cover salari es fo r 
the scouts or some of the law enforcement activities. We are extremely grateful to the following Travel 
Agents, companies and individuals for signing up as corporate members and to all the Valley staff and 
residents who have signed up as individual and family members. 
 
Corporate members     Individual &  family members 
Todd & Peggy Watkins - Wildlife Art Foundation USA Teresa Duddy 
Jay Tailor – BVM Medical Ltd, UK   Roz & Bill Frew 
Jay Tailor – The U Foundation, UK    Anthony & Sandra McRobb 
Susan McDermott - USA     Jens & Inke Mumme 
Miles Travel – The Netherlands     Francis Styles 
The Ultimate Travel Co – UK    Justin Mason 
Safari Consultants – UK     Con Mackey 
Laura Ashman – USA     Alison Cockerell 
Allan Larson - UK     Tony & Fil Hyde 
Katarina Ring – USA Peter Lemon  
DJL & LM Taylor - Lusaka John Taylor 

RPS crew (Kim Brake, Geno Paringira, 
Suku Ncube, Donovan Van Staden, Simon 
Pitt, Rob Clifford, Emily Haynes, Brendan 
Raisbeck). 

 Abi James. 
 
        
A big thank you also to Derek & Sarah Solomon for their generous donations from the sale of their 
Mammals book & CD in Luangwa. 
 
 
 



Please note that there are three types o f yearly membership for SLCS. I have also attached the membership 
fo rm for anyone interested in signing up!! 
 

�  Corporate – U$500 
�  Family – U$150 
�  Single – U$60 

 
 
We would also like to welcome on board a new trustee, John Taylor. John is based in Lusaka and has been 
a long term conservationist. We are pleased to have him on board. 
 
SLCS has recently partnered with Filmakers fo r Conservation (FCC). FCC is the global conservation 
organization for the media industry, dedicated to using the power of film to inspire, educate, and empower 
individuals to act on behalf o f the wild.  They have established strict ethical standards and guidelines for 
the industry to ensure that the animals and environment that filmmakers work with are respected and 
unharmed.  SLCS, in conjunction with ZAWA, has partnered with FFC to ensure all commercial filming 
activities in Luangwa are conducted under international and local ethical guidelines. 
 
Snaring and darting 
There is a shocking amount of snaring going on at the moment and we are receiving many reports of snared 
animals from the lodges and the community. Despite ongoing anti-snaring sensitizing within the local 
community, it seems to be having little effect at the moment. An ever increasing population outside the 
national park and the land use plan still not in place, does little to help the situation. Regular daily anti-
snaring patrols are sent out to sweep the areas and snares are being removed but we keep finding fresh 
ones.  
The Honorable Chief Kakumbi has recently banned a number of fishermen from fishing in certain areas as 
we are constantly finding snares and snared animals in their vicinity. The Chief’s support in these cases is 
invaluable. 
I have enclosed some pictures o f animals we have darted recently, beware they are nasty!! 
 

          
Removing the snare and administering anti-biotics &          Turning him over to remove the dart.  
Anti-inflams. 
 
This young male elephant was reported by a guide, Mishek at Mfuwe Lodge, and was seen near Norman 
Carr Drive. He had a horri fic snare wound which is the worst I have seen. We managed to dart him, remove 
the snare and give him a large amount of anti-biotics, anti-inflammatories and vitamins. Although the 
tendons were severed on the front side o f the foot, they were still intact behind. He still has a good chance 
of recovering especially with the snare now off and the high dose of drugs. We had to turn him over on to 
his other side as he went down on the side of the dart and this needed to be removed. 
The elephant was seen a couple of times afterwards limping around slightly easier but has not been seen 
recently. Hopefully he has moved on and caught up with a herd. Many thanks to Mishek for always 
reporting snared animals as soon as he sees them. 
 



           
Treating the wound             Removing maggots. 

 
Below is another elephant that was reported recently by Kerry Rademeyer from Robin Pope Safaris at Tena 
Tena. 
This elephant was about ten years old and was part of a family of seven. The operation proved to be quite 
stress ful for the family as they assumed we were trying to kill him and kept trying to rescue him by picking 
him up and chasing us. Luckily we had the support of two other vehicles from RPS to keep them away 
allowing us to get on with removing the snare and treating his wounds. It will take a couple of months but 
we are confident he will recover completely. 
Unfortunately the elephant on the right was not seen in time and we only found him when he was already 
dead. He had a snare around his neck which was attached to a log that he had been dragging around so he 
most likely suffocated. 
      

                     
Up again after darting.        Snare still around his neck and attached to a log. 
 
Snared Leopard 
John Coppinger (SLCS Trustee and owner of Remote Africa Safaris) came to the rescue while I was in 
Lusaka recently. John received visit from one of the safari hunters about 40km’s from Tafika who reported 
that there was a leopard with a snare on its foot and attached to a tree. 
John managed to dart the leopard and remove the snare which had luckily not caused any damage. They 
stayed with her for a few hours until she came round and was fully recovered. Thanks a lot John!! 
    
 

                          
 Removing the snare from its foot.             Recovery . 



SLCS sponsored Mr.James Milanzi (ZAWA Ecologist) to attend a darting course in August this year. This 
will help us enormously as there seems to be more and more reports of snared animals these days and I 
need an extra pair of hands. Congratulations to Mr. Milanzi, it’s great to have someone to work with!! 
   

              
James Milanzi receiving his                         Snared male bushbuck.  
certificate from Professor Meltzer. 
 
 
 
Uyoba Community School 
We owe considerable thanks to Mike and Kathy Unwin from UK who were volunteering at SLCS and the 
school for a couple o f months. They did a fantastic mural at the school while here and I can’t resist adding 
another photo to this newsletter. It depicts the whole valley and is very detailed with everything in it from 
scouts, a leopard, squirrel, fishermen, Uyoba School and many more.

 

 
Good news for the school is that the Ministry of 
Education has agreed to allocate one government 
teacher to the school who will also be paid for by 
the Zambian government. SLCS is currently 
raising funds for a teacher’s house at the school 
to try and encourage a second teacher to join us. 
 

Mural at Uyoba 
 
Hippo Culling 
Hippo culling is due to begin in South Luangwa again this year and will continue in 2007. After a number 
of in formative meetings with the ZAWA research team, they informed all stakeholders that culling was due 
to start in November 2006. 
There are approximately 19,000 hippos in the Luangwa Ecosystem and this is one of the most densely 
populated hippo concentrations in the world. The proposed figure o f 500 hippos in total to be culled will 
not damage the population and will bring in much needed revenue for ZAWA. The ZAWA Regional 
Manager fo r Northern Province, Mr. Paul Ziambo is currently undertaking his thesis on the effects of 
overgrazing o f hippos in Luangwa. We look forward to his findings and hopefully he will shed some light 
on this question. 
In principle SLCS is not in favour o f culling for financial reasons. ZAWA have applied very stringent laws 
fo r the culling operation and it is our expectation that they are followed strictly. 
Sampling of all carcasses will also be carried out and this should prove to be somewhat easier as cold 
rooms and storage facilities are being constructed at SLAMU for the refrigeration o f carcasses. 
 



The peak safari season is now coming to an end and with the rains looming and we are busy preparing for 
rainy season operations. Fly camps are being prearranged and other wet season operations thought out, so 
we shall leave you till next year and hope you have a good festive season. 
Best wishes 
 
Rachel & the SLCS Team. 
 
 
Please note we have changed address and updated our website, have a look at www.slcs-zambia.org 
Please feel free to let me know if you would be preferred to be taken off our mailing list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.slcs-zambia.org 
 
 
 
 
 
  


